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Keep housing on the public agenda:
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Make this kit work for you 
 
ONPHA’s Provincial Election Kit is designed to help board members, staff and tenants 
make non-profit housing an election issue. To make the most of this kit: 
 

1. Give copies of the entire kit to your board 
 

• Also give copies of letters and issues sheets to your tenants 
 

2. Suggest that your board members, staff and tenants contact your MPP now – 
once an election is called, your MPP’s schedule will be full! 

 
• Write a letter: sample letters to MPPs are on pages 15 and 20. The issue sheets 

(beginning on pages 8 and 16) are meant to be attached to the letter as 
additional information for your MPP. 

 
• Set a meeting with representatives drawn from your board, staff and tenants, 

or invite your MPP to attend a tenant event. The issues sheets (beginning on 
pages 8 and 16) will help you to prepare for your meeting with your MPP or 
other candidates. The questions sheets (beginning on pages 14 and 19) will also 
help with your meeting. The best questions are those that pertain most 
directly to your riding. Also, if you have local information or experiences to 
share, combine it with the questions in this kit. Use the Comebacks to frequently 
heard statements starting on page 11 to respond to statements that your MPP or 
candidate may make. 

 
3. Once an election is called: 
 

• Bring materials to all candidates meetings. Photocopy issues sheets (beginning 
on pages 8 and 16) and leave them behind at the meetings 

• Encourage tenants to ask questions when candidates knock at their door 
• Ask questions and hand out the issue sheets to candidates who knock at your 

own door. 
 

4. Network 
 

• Work with other non-profits in your area, and other organizations and 
individuals who care about the people you serve. Feel free to distribute copies 
of this kit to other organizations, agencies or individuals. 
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The Ontario Liberal Party 
 

The Ontario Liberal Party made affordable housing part of its Plan for Clean, Safe Communities. 
That plans says, “We believe the provincial government has a responsibility to help provide 
affordable housing.” The plan includes: 
 
• Matching the Federal Government’s $245 million contribution to the Affordable Housing 

Program with cash and land contributions. Goal: new housing for 20,000 moderate and low-
income families 

• To make appropriate Ontario-owned lands available at reduced or no cost for affordable 
housing construction 

• $100 million for shelter allowances for working families paying more than 50% of their 
income on rent. Goal: subsidies for 35,000 families 

• Rent controls in regions where CMHC reports vacancy rates under 3% (or higher rate 
determined in consultation with landlords and tenants) 

• $10 million for a Provincial Rent Bank, offering one-time assistance with short-term arrears  
• An Ontario Mortgage and Housing Partnership to work with CMHC to provide competitive 

financing rates 
• An increase in the operating budgets for community mental health agencies that provide 

counselling, early-intervention and self-help 
• 6,600 additional supportive units for mental health patients by year four 
• Creating a mental health services registry that will provide 24/7 access to information about 

available services. 
 

The Ontario New Democratic Party 
 

The Ontario New Democratic Party’s Public Power: Practical Solutions for Ontario, identified two 
“practical solutions:” “protect tenants by freezing rents for two years and bringing back real 
rent control” and “reduce homelessness by building 32,000 new, affordable housing units over 
the next four years, plus 11,200 additional supportive housing units for the homeless.” The plan 
includes:  
 
• A transfer of $536 million from the provincial land transfer tax to municipalities to spend on 

affordable housing. The funds would be pooled province-wide, and then distributed to 
municipalities on the basis of need. 

o The fund would pay for 32,000 units over four years in mixed income building, 
11,200 supportive housing units, and to increase the shelter portion of social 
assistance to 85% of the average rent. 

o Up to 20% of the fund could be spent on repairing existing social housing. 
• A two-year rent freeze, followed by rent controls applied to both vacant and occupied units. 
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The Ontario Progressive Conservative Party 
 
The Ontario Progressive Conservative Party published their platform – “The Road Ahead” in 
May, 2003. Their approach during their past two terms in office has focused on “getting out of 
the housing business,” getting developers building again by removing barriers to private rental 
development, and funding supportive housing, though narrowly defined to exclude alternative 
housing providers. Their record includes:  
 

• Cancelling all funding for new social housing, in many cases paying out considerable 
compensation rather than completing projects 

• Devolving social housing administration to the municipal level 
• Funding a $45 million Mental Health Homelessness Initiative, creating 3,000 “beds” for 

people with serious mental illness, and announcing $67 million to fund new housing for 
developmentally disabled people  

• Allocating $50 million dollars in transferred federal funds to a new rent supplement 
program. Because they capped their commitment to 5 years, many municipalities did 
not take up this funding. In the March budget they renamed the program and extended 
it to 2023.  The target remains “about 8,000 households”. 

• Offering $20 million dollars to match the $245 million federal contribution to the 
Affordable Rental Housing Program (the rest of the matching funds must come from 
municipalities or participants in the program) 

• Providing $150 million in land transfer tax rebates to new homeowners since 1996. 
• Providing $4 million in PST rebates on construction materials for new rental units that 

meet certain size restrictions 
• Regulatory changes to encourage rental construction, including removing rent controls 

of vacant units, removing many barriers to condo conversions and demolition, changes 
to the Ontario Building Code, simplifying the Planning Act, and giving municipalities the 
power to offer incentives to private housing developers 

• Pressing the federal government to change the Income Tax Act and CMHC’s mortgage 
insurance program to facilitate rental housing development 

• The March, 2003 budget announced $250 million over 5 years for “mental health care 
reform”, with details to be announced later. This is to cover a wide range of reforms, 
which could include some housing 

The May, 2003 Conservative platform added two key housing policies to their approach: 
• If re-elected a Conservative government would pass legislation allowing homeowners to 

deduct $5,000 of their mortgage payments from their taxable income.  When fully 
implemented, they estimate it would create a $500 savings for every household in 
Ontario with more than $5,000 in mortgage interest payments, at a cost to the provincial 
treasury of at least $700 million annually. 

• The government will also pass a “scoop” law allowing homeless people to be taken off 
the streets forcibly, while promising to also bring responsible care to the homeless.
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We believe: 
 
That the government of Ontario must join the other levels of government in providing 
significant support for the development of an affordable rental housing program that: 

• creates housing that is accessible to people on social housing waiting lists 
• puts greater resources into supportive housing  
• focuses the taxpayers’ money more on new permanent housing rather than leased 

housing  
• provides significant funding to maintain and regenerate existing stock 
• provides rent supplement support directly to households that have spent years on 

waiting list for new units. 

It’s time for Ontario to seize the $360 million federal opportunity to get 
close to 15,000 units of affordable rental housing built! 
 
In 2001, the Federal Government took the lead, promising $245 million to create affordable  
homes for 10,000 Ontario families. In the 2003 Throne Speech, the Federal Government 
promised another $ 115 million in Ontario for this program to produce another 4,600 affordable 
units. 
 
This is a matching program. Without Ontario funds, only “market rent” units will be created – 
the very rents that are unaffordable now to the 300,000 Ontario tenants who now pay over 50% 
of their income on housing. But so far, the Ontario Government has committed only $20 million 
dollars in matching funding for this program, leaving the rest for municipalities to cobble 
together. 
 
We call for the Ontario Government to provide $360 million over 5 years to match the Federal 
funding. 
 
The units created by this program should also be affordable to the hundreds of thousands of 
individuals and families on Ontario’s waiting lists.  
 
• The government must therefore commit approximately $44 million annually to ensure that 

at least one half the 14,600 units created by this program receive rent supplements – the only 
guarantee these units will be truly affordable to the families now waiting for a non-profit 
housing unit  

• The government must also ensure that most of these units remain permanently affordable – 
not just for 15 years as the program now calls for. At  least half the new housing must be 
owned by non-profit organizations – the only guarantee that rents will stay affordable 
forever. Buildings registered as condominiums should not be eligible. 
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Over 11,000 Ontarians need a home, and need support 
 
The Ontario Government has made a good start.  Since 1999, its Mental Health Homelessness 
Initiative has created almost 3,000 homes for people with mental illness.  But it only funds a 
narrow band of eligible clients struggling with mental health and addiction.  The program must 
be expanded to embrace the full range of groups that provide housing for individuals and 
families that are homeless, living in shelters or threatened with homelessness. It must also now 
focus more on building new permanent supportive housing (rather than temporarily leasing 
units) and ensure the existing supportive housing is adequately funded. 
 
Now we need to: 
 
• Commit $125 million in total for capital contributions to create 3,600 new units over  5 years 

for “phase 3” of the Mental Health Homelessness Initiative program to house people with 
mental illness who are still homeless, poorly housed or struggling without support. 

• Commit to an annual lease subsidy of $6.4 million to subsidize rents in about 1,840 leased 
units (for the same client group) down to a rent equal to the shelter allowance provided to 
people with disabilities. 

• Develop a new “twin” program with $125 million in equivalent funding to fund 5,500 units 
to be created by “alternative” supportive housing groups serving homeless and hard-to-
house people.  These are people who do not have mental illness, but still need supports to 
stay housed. Provide $6.4 million for head leased units for this client group as well. 

• Provide funding so that service agencies can provide the necessary daily living, medical and 
counselling support to the additional 11,000 tenants that will no longer have to be 
institutionalized or provided for in shelters. 

• Protect the supportive housing we have now, by setting operating budgets that keep pace 
with inflation. 

 
Protect Victims of domestic abuse 
 
Women and children who are escaping from violence need extra security, counselling and other 
support in order to regain control over their lives. ONPHA calls for the Ontario Government to 
restore the support funding for transitional housing, through the Ministry of Community, 
Family and Children’s Services. In addition, we call for more permanent, rental housing for all 
families on social housing waiting lists. 
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Protect the housing we have 
 
ONPHA also calls for the Ontario Government to release reports showing the under-funding of 
capital reserves and operating budgets for the existing 228,000 social housing units, and 
establish funding mechanisms to ensure these precious social assets are not allowed to run 
down. Ontario does not need to face the kind of problems of massive rebuilding being 
undertaken in the US and Britain. 
 
Protect those who are waiting 
 
Finally, ONPHA calls for the Ontario Government to provide rent supplements to tenants on 
social housing waiting lists who are experiencing extreme poverty while waiting years for a 
vacant unit to become available.
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Non-profit housing.  Affordable now.  Affordable forever. 
 
 
The problem:  
Over 300,000 households – 22% of Ontario’s tenants – still pay more 
than half their income on rent 
And their rents are rising. Over the past two years, Ontario’s average rent increased at 
twice the rate of inflation.  In Toronto, the average rent for a two-bedroom apartment is 
$1,039. But rents have climbed across Ontario: in Barrie, Peel, Ottawa, London and 15 
other major centres, rents have gone up this year and last. 
 
At the same time, rental units are disappearing. For every rental apartment built over the 
past 10 years, Ontario has lost 1½ units to condo conversion or demolition. That’s in the 
multi-unit buildings that Canada Mortgage and Housing tracks. Census Canada reports 
that from 1996 to 2001, 40,780 Ontario rental units disappeared, many of them duplexes, 
basement apartments and condo rentals.   

The wrong solution:  
Assume the private market will meet the need.  
The Ontario Government has removed the regulatory barriers to rental housing 
development. Mortgage interest rates are down. Rent controls have gone. Rents are up. 
And a sagging stock market makes rental property look like a great investment. Yet even 
in these “best of times” for rental investors, Ontario is losing, not gaining, rental housing.  
 
The fact is, the private sector can never meet the needs of Ontario’s lowest income 
households. Even the Ontario Government’s own Housing Supply Working Group, a 
private-sector advisory group, says that its recommendations to reduce government taxes, 
charges and regulations “will not generate new rental projects which are affordable to 
tenants with very low incomes.”  
 
The Government needs to step in with its own housing programs, targeted to the people 
who need it most. And the limited programs it has, need to be expanded and improved. 

The tested solution:  
Non-profit housing that is truly affordable, and affordable forever.  
Right now, over 500,000 individuals-- families, seniors and people with disabilities-- have 
a permanent home in non-profit and co-op housing.  Over 80% of these Ontarians cannot 
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afford market rents. Yet their homes are attractive and well maintained. Their rents are 
secure, and affordable forever.   
 

The opportunity:  
$360 million in Federal funds, waiting to be invested in new affordable 
housing  
In 2001, the Federal Government announced its Affordable Housing Program, promising 
$245 million (with an additional $115m recently added) to Ontario in grants for new, 
affordable rental housing. But this housing will only be affordable if provincial 
governments match the Federal contribution.  
 
Some provinces, such as Quebec, matched the Federal contribution immediately, and new 
truly affordable rental housing is now being built.  
 
So far, the Ontario Government’s sole commitment has been $20 million. Municipalities – 
equipped only with their outdated property tax base – are being asked to cobble together 
the rest of the matching funds to meet the needs of their residents. After two years, the 
Ontario Government and the municipalities have still not reached an agreement, and no 
new rental housing in Ontario has been built under this program.  

It’s time for Ontario to catch up 
The Ontario Government must match the federal government’s funds, and make the 
potential 15,000  affordable units promised under the Affordable Housing Program truly 
affordable. Without Ontario’s contribution, these new apartments must charge average 
market rents – the very rents that 300,000 tenants can’t afford right now!  
 
The Ontario Government must also target these funds to the people who need help most. 
At least half the housing created by this program should receive provincially funded rent 
supplements – the only guarantee these units will be truly affordable to the thousands of 
families languishing on municipal waiting lists.  
 
At least half the new housing must be also be targeted for non-profit organizations. Right 
now, the Ontario Government’s rules allow ¼ of these new units to be registered as 
condominiums. None of the new units need to stay affordable after the first 15 years.  

 
Non-profit organizations don’t have to maximize rents for their investors. They won’t 
hike their rents or convert to a condominium in 15 years. Non-profit ownership is the only 
guarantee that rents will stay affordable forever.   
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Non-profit housing is affordable now, and forever.  
Every western democracy knows what Ontario has re-discovered over the past five years. 
Loosening government regulations and cutting taxes can help create a good climate for 
rental investment. But these measures will never help the thousands of people who 
cannot afford market rents.  
 
That is why every western democracy has its own government-funded housing programs.  
In Ontario, much of the rental housing we have now was built through social housing 
government programs, and private sector programs such as MURBS, Limited Dividends, 
and Renterprise, to name only a few.  
 
But only the investments in non-profit housing have paid off in permanently affordable 
housing. For over 500,000 Ontario people--families, seniors and people with disabilities-- 
having a home in non-profit and co-op housing has been the solution.  
 
With the Federal Government ready and willing to give money to Ontario, and 
municipalities gamely trying to make up the difference, it’s a solution we can’t afford to 
miss.
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“Non-profit housing was devolved to the municipal level. It’s not a provincial 
responsibility any more.” 
 
But it should be. In 1999, the Golden Report on the homelessness crisis led the way, showing 
how each level of government could play its part. Here’s what it said. “Paying for social 
housing out of local property tax revenues contravenes all of the accepted principles for 
assigning tax and expenditure responsibility between levels of government.”  
 
That report called for the Ontario government to do its share. Housing redistributes incomes, 
it addresses poverty, it plays a central role in health and mental health. Those are provincial 
responsibilities. And so is housing.  
 
What I’d like to see is an end to inter-governmental shuffling, and have all three levels of 
government sit down, and work out what they are going to do to fix the recurring housing 
crisis. 
 

 
“I understand the housing market is jumping, and rental construction is on an upswing.”  
 
It has been a great year for housing. Mortgage interest rates are down. New home 
construction has boomed. And high income tenants are buying their own homes, leaving 
vacant units to trickle their way down through the rental market. There are even a handful of 
rental starts – although to keep things in perspective, Ontario has lost 1½ units for every 
rental unit started over the past 10 years.  
 
Unfortunately, the boom may be coming to an end. The Bank of Canada has already 
announced an interest rate hike, and predicts more. Experts report most tenants with the 
$27,000 down payment needed for the average priced home have already made the move.  
 
More importantly, the boom never reached the 300,000 tenants who now pay 50% of their 
incomes on rent. That’s why the government needs to step in with housing programs that 
create truly affordable housing.  
 

 
“The government tried non-profit housing. It was a boondoggle.” 
 
You know, right now the federal government has an Affordable Housing Program that 
promises $50,000/unit to developers who will build housing that rents at market rates. 
Funnily enough, that’s about the same amount of money that used to go to non-profit 
developers to make the economics work for them.  



       ONPHA Provincial Election KitONPHA Provincial Election KitONPHA Provincial Election KitONPHA Provincial Election Kit    
    

Comebacks to Frequently Heard StatementsComebacks to Frequently Heard StatementsComebacks to Frequently Heard StatementsComebacks to Frequently Heard Statements    
        

    
Ontario NonOntario NonOntario NonOntario Non----Profit Housing Association 800Profit Housing Association 800Profit Housing Association 800Profit Housing Association 800----297297297297----6660 F:4166660 F:4166660 F:4166660 F:416----927927927927----8401 8401 8401 8401 
www.onpha.on.cawww.onpha.on.cawww.onpha.on.cawww.onpha.on.ca    

12

 
I think the government has just learned what every other western democracy already knows. 
Affordable housing is a public good, just like affordable health care and affordable 
education. It costs money. To hope for the “magic” of the free market to solve these problems 
is to ignore the lessons of history right here in Ontario, and around the world.  
 

 
“Why not shelter allowances? Give money to the people and let them find the housing.” 
 
The current government promised shelter allowances in the Common Sense Revolution. But 
when it investigated, it rejected shelter allowances as too expensive, too difficult to target, 
and not likely to stimulate new rental construction anyways.  
 
But you are right. Low income people do need subsidies to afford market rents. And new 
government supported affordable housing must be truly affordable. That is why we’re 
calling for new rent supplement funding to ensure that at least half of all new units built 
with government support are truly affordable. ONPHA is also calling for a companion 
program to offer rent supplements for tenants on social housing waiting lists who live in 
extreme poverty while they wait for vacant units to become available. 
 

 
“Non-profit housing is too expensive.”  
 
Look at it this way. Right now, the Ontario Government pays $38 a night for every shelter 
bed, and that doesn’t cover the entire cost – municipalities need to make up the extra 20% of 
the cost, and sometimes more. That’s upward of $47 a night. For that amount of money, you 
could house that shelter resident in their own non-profit apartment, complete with their own 
kitchen, bathroom and support, and have money left over.  
 
Here’s another example. Over the past five years, the Ontario Government has rebated $24 
million every year to first time homebuyers. It seems to be the province’s biggest housing 
program.  In today’s market, that would cut the mortgage on a typical home by about $8.40 a 
month – a welcome treat, but hardly  a good use of public money when compared to the 
kind of problems faced by renters paying over 50% of their income in rent! 
 
So why isn’t the government getting the biggest bang for the buck, by investing in non-profit 
housing?  
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“The best protection for tenants is a strong private rental market.”  
 
Agreed. Anything that will stimulate more private rental construction is a good thing. But 
we need to look at reality. The Ontario Government has done everything within its power to 
create a friendly environment for private rental construction. Yet we have lost 1½ rental 
units for every new rental unit built. And any new rentals are being built at the high end. 
 
The private sector can never meet the needs of Ontario’s lowest income households. The 
Government needs to step in with its own housing programs, targeted to the people who 
need it most. 
 

                                                                               
“In our community, we don’t need new housing. It’s an affordability issue.” 
 
This is where rent supplements can help. Rent supplements extend the reach of that housing 
to the people who need it most.
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1. Two years ago, the Federal Government agreed to give Ontario $245 million in grants 
for new affordable rental housing. Now they have promised an additional $115 million. It 
was supposed to be a matching program. Yet so far, the Ontario Government has only 
committed $20 million toward its $360 million obligation, and municipalities are being asked 
to pick up the difference.   
 
If elected, would you match the Federal Government’s  $360 million contribution, and 
commit to a rent supplement program sufficient to ensure that at least 50% of the units can 
house people on our waiting lists? 
 
And would you make sure at least half the units are owned by non-profit organizations, so 
the rents will stay affordable forever?  
 
2. People who move into our non-profit are happy and relieved to finally get a stable 
home they can afford. But there are many, many people still on our local waiting list. They’re 
on the list because they are paying way too much rent, often for sub-standard housing.  
 
If elected, what steps would you take to create affordable housing for the people waiting on 
Ontario’s social housing waiting lists?  
 
3. Like all prudent homeowners, non-profit housing needs to ensure money is at hand 
to replace roofs, furnaces, fridges and stoves. In 1999, the Ontario Government hired IBI 
Consultants to study whether the Province had contributed enough to non-profit housing 
capital reserves to keep that housing in good condition.  
 
That study was completed in October 2000, but never released. If elected, would you publish 
the findings of the Province’s own study, and make up any shortfalls in provincial capital 
reserve and maintenance funding?  
 
4. In 1995, the Ontario Government cut the shelter allowance for people on social 
assistance by 21%. Since then, Ontario rents have gone up at double the rate of inflation.  
 
In the Greater Toronto Area, to give a concrete example, in 1994 a family of four would get a 
shelter allowance of $700, and the average rent was $780. Today, that same family would get 
$544, while the average market rent is $1,055. 
 
Do you think shelter allowances for people on social assistance should keep pace with the 
average rent? We know the real answer is more affordable rental housing. But in the 
meantime, what are these people supposed to do? 
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From: _____________________________  Date: _______________________ 
          _____________________________ 
           _____________________________ 
          
To:     _____________________________ 
          _____________________________ 
          _____________________________ 
 
Dear  _____________________________: 
 
I am a staff member of/am a Board Member for/am a tenant of ____________________. This non-
profit organization is home to (indicate type/number of tenants) _____________ 
___________________. It provides permanently affordable rental housing to your constituents 
who have low incomes. 
 
We know non-profit housing works and we also know first hand of the critical need in the 
province right now. 

• Approximately 165,000 low-income households are on non-profit housing waiting 
lists across the province. 

• One in four renters pay more than 50% of their income in rent. 
• Ontario has fewer rental units today than it did 10 years ago, due to demolition and 

conversion to condominiums. 
 
The hardest hit in a rental crisis are people of low income and those are the people that non-
profits are committed to housing. 
 
We are asking the Provincial Government to: 

• Build more non-profit housing in partnership with the Federal Government through 
the Affordable Housing Program 

• Provide rent supplements to low income people on non-profit housing waiting lists 
• Maintain the non-profit rental housing that we have now.  

 
Attached, you will find some additional information about affordable housing. I hope you will 
read it over, and then let me know your plans to support the commitments of the other levels of 
government. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Enclosed: Where ONPHA Stands and Info Sheet on Affordable Housing 
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Supportive Housing:  
Permanent homes for people most in need  
 

The problem:  
Over 11,000 Ontarians need a home, and need support  
 
The most recent task force to study the homelessness crisis, chaired by Ann Golden, called 
for 14,000 more supportive housing units across Ontario over a five year period.  
 
The task force had discovered that half the people in hostel beds each night are not 
transients, or people facing a temporary crisis. They are people who live in hostels year 
after year. Give these people a permanent home, the task force argued, and you would cut 
the need for shelters in half.  
 
Some of Ontario’s most vulnerable people would get a permanent address: a place to cook 
meals, keep their possessions, build social connections, and begin to make a contribution 
to their community.  
 
Taxpayers would get a break too. Today, the Ontario Government pays up to $38/night 
for a shelter bed – and that is only part of the cost. Municipal governments pay another 
20% of the cost or more. For this same price, the Ontario government could create a new 
non-profit apartment, complete with kitchen, bathroom and a supportive community, and 
still have money left over. It’s also well known that institutional costs of hospitals, long 
term care institutions, or addiction recovery centers are far greater than supporting 
people in their communities. 
 
The solutions: 
More supportive housing for people with mental illness  
 
To its credit, the Province has invested $45 million to create supportive housing for 3,000 
people through Phases I and II of the Mental Health Homelessness Initiative.  But that 
leaves us short 11,000 units if we are to meet the need identified by Ann Golden’s task 
force on homelessness.  
 

And the program as it stands only funds a narrow band of eligible clients struggling with 
mental health and addiction.  The program must be expanded to embrace the full range of 
groups that provide housing for individuals and families that are homeless, living in 
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shelters or threatened with homelessness. It must also now focus more on building new 
permanent supportive housing (rather than temporarily leasing units) and ensure the 
existing supportive housing is adequately funded. 
 
We call for $125 million in total capital contributions for a 5 year Phase III Mental 
Homelessness Initiative, to build 3,660 new housing units for  people with mental illness 
who are still in hostels, under-housed, or struggling without support.  The government 
should also commit to providing ongoing annual lease subsidies of approximately $6.4 
million to subsidize rents in about 1,840 leased units for the same client group down to a 
rent equal to the shelter allowance provided to people with disabilities. Together this will 
make available over 5,500 units. 
 
This initiative should create and favour new housing. So far, the Mental Health 
Homelessness Initiative has favoured head leases. But head leases don’t create new 
housing. They aren’t permanently affordable. And in many parts of the province, there 
are simply no leased units available. The best buy for our tax dollars is permanent 
housing, owned by non-profit providers.  

More permanent, supportive homes for other homeless people 
 
About 35% of the people living in hostels are mentally ill. But most people who live in 
hostels, or on the street, need supports to keep themselves permanently housed. For these 
individuals, “alternative housing,” now funded by the municipal level government, has 
been the answer. These homes are almost identical to supportive housing for people with 
mental illness. Yet they are often struggling with cobbled-together programs and short 
term funding to provide the supports their tenants need.  
 
We call for an additional $125 million Ontario Government investment in a “twin” 
program to create 3,660 supportive housing units for alternative providers, as well as $6.4 
million annually for 1,840 leased units for the same client group.   

Dependable funding to provide the necessary support 
 
The tenants coming off the streets and out of institutions will require medical and daily 
living support. It must be dependable and it cannot be absorbed by struggling agencies 
whose funding for this kind of support has been flat-lined for almost 10 years. 
 
We call for a commitment to fund support services to support these tenancies and to 
ensure the 11,000 tenants in these new units of housing stay off the streets permanently. 
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Real protection for victims of domestic abuse 
 
In 1995, the Ontario Government cut support funding for transitional housing, including 
funding for extra security, counselling and other support that would help victims of 
domestic abuse gain control over their lives. 
 
As an alternative, the Government gave victims of domestic abuse priority access to social 
housing. This alternative, however, does not protect those women whose lives are in 
danger without extra security or support.   
 
We call for restored support funding, through the Ministry of Community, Family and 
Children’s Services, for transitional housing. And we call for more permanent, rental 
housing for all families on social housing waiting lists.  

Maintaining the supportive housing we have now  
 
Since 1998, Ontario’s supportive housing budgets have fallen 14% behind inflation. To 
make ends meet, supportive housing has had to trim day-to-day maintenance and patch 
roofs and walls that really should be replaced.  
 
This is no way to protect our buildings – the homes of some of Ontario’s most vulnerable 
citizens. It is no way to protect a public asset – obtained through tax dollars, with the 
Province itself guaranteeing the mortgages. In a very real sense, the Ontario Government 
is putting its own investments at risk! 
 
We call for both the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Community, Family and 
Children’s Services to live up to their agreements.  
 
In 1998, these Ministries promised to keep supportive housing budgets in line with 
inflation, following the “cost factors” published by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing. They need to retroactively increase supportive housing budgets by 14%. And 
then they need to build in cost factors that reflect the cost of inflation every year.
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1. Almost 3,000 people with serious mental illness have found a home through the 
Ministry of Health’s Mental Health Homelessness Initiative. But we know Ontario needs  
11,000 additional supportive housing units to meet the overall need. Do you support the 
extension of this successful program? 
 
 
2. The Province now spends $38/day for every person in a shelter -- and that doesn’t 
cover the full cost. Would you spend that same amount of money to create a permanent 
address for that same person, giving them their own kitchen and bathroom, plus support 
services, in non-profit housing?  
 
 
3. Most people would rather own than rent. But so far, the Ministry of Health’s 
Mental Health Homelessness Initiative has focused on “head leases,” and conversions of 
existing buildings rather than new housing. But head leases are always temporary, and 
conversions just recycle existing housing. Would you increase opportunities for non-profit 
housing organizations to build new housing for mentally ill people – and create some new 
housing that can stay affordable forever?   
 
 
4. When the Province devolved social housing to the municipal level, municipalities 
agreed to increase housing budgets to keep up with inflation. Municipalities have kept 
that agreement. 
 
The Ministry of Health made a similar agreement when it took over non-profit housing 
administration in 2000. But it has not kept its agreement – and our budgets have eroded 
by 14% over the last two and half years.   
 
We don’t want to see our well-maintained buildings deteriorate. I’m sure, given the 
Province guarantees our mortgage, that you don’t want to see routine maintenance 
ignored until it turns into a building catastrophe.  Would you require the Ministry of 
Health to uphold its agreement, and match the cost of inflation as set out by the 
Province’s own Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing?  
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From:  _____________________________ Date: _________________________ 
          _____________________________ 
         _____________________________ 
 
To:    _____________________________ 
         _____________________________ 
         _____________________________ 
 
Dear  _____________________________: 
 
I work for/am a Board Member for ________________________________________. Our 
organization is home to _________________________________________. Because supports 
are built into the housing we provide, our tenants receive the help they need to stay 
housed, and realize the benefits of living in a caring community.  
 
(Add your own comments if desired) 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
I would now like to know your plans to create more success stories such as ours. The 
Ministry of Health’s Mental Health Homelessness Initiative has made a great start, 
providing homes for 3,000 people with serious mental illness. 
 
Here is what Ontario still needs: 

1. 11,000 more permanent homes to meet the current supportive housing crisis 
2. Funding to provide the medical and daily living supports needed by tenants 

who are coming off the streets, to keep them permanently off the streets 
3. An expansion of the program to include not only those struggling with mental 

health and addiction, but also to the individuals and families that are homeless, 
living in shelters or threatened with homelessness, who need support to keep 
themselves permanently housed 

4. Restored support funding for transitional housing for the real protection of 
women and children who are escaping from violence 

5. The Government of Ontario to live up to its agreement to keep budgets in line 
with inflation, so that we can properly maintain and keep safe the buildings 
that house some of our most vulnerable citizens  

 
I have attached some additional information about supportive housing. I hope you will 
read it over, and let me know your plans to build on the supportive housing success story.  
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Sincerely, 
 
Enclosed:   Issue Sheet on Supportive Housing
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From:  _____________________________ Date: _________________________ 
           _____________________________ 
           _____________________________ 
            
To:     _____________________________ 
          _____________________________ 
          _____________________________ 
    
 
Dear  _____________________________: 
 
I live in supportive housing and it has made a real difference in my life.  I can afford the rent 
and living here gives me the security I need to be a valued member of our community. 
 
(Add your own comments if desired) 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
The government has created some housing, but I know that the waiting lists are long and 
many people are living on the streets or in shelters. More housing is needed. 
 
Here is what Ontario still needs: 

1. 11,000 more homes for people who are homeless, living in shelters, or about to 
become homeless 

2. More money for non-profit housing organizations so that tenants have the support 
they need to keep their homes and stay as healthy as they can be 

3. More money for transitional homes for the real protection of women and children 
who are escaping from violence 

4. More money so that the buildings can be properly repaired and will be safe for the 
people living in them. 

 
I have attached some more information about supportive housing.  I hope you will read it 
over, and then let me know your plans to build on the supportive housing success story. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Enclosed: Issue Sheet on Supportive Housing
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The following is a list of Ontario MPPs, their constituency, phone number and email address. 
Mailing addresses can be obtained by phoning or emailing your local MPP, or by going to 
www.ontla.on.ca/members/mailing_addresses. 
 
 
Agostino, Dominic, LIB, Hamilton East, (905) 544-9644, dominic_agostino-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Arnott, Ted, PC, Waterloo/Wellington, 1-800-265-2366, (519) 787-5247, ted_arnott@ontla.ola.org 
 
Baird, Hon. John, PC, Nepean/Carleton, (613) 828-2020, mailbox@johnbaird.com 
 
Barrett, Toby, PC, Haldimand/Norfolk/Brant, Simcoe: (519) 428-0446, Caledonia: (519) 765-8413 or  
1-800-903-8629, toby.barrett@omaf.gov.on.ca 
 
Bartolucci, Rick, LIB, Sudbury, (705) 675-1456, rick_bartolucci-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Beaubien, Marcel, PC, Lambton/Kent/Middlesex, Petrolia: 1-800-256-3916,  
Wallaceburg: (519) 627-1015, Strathroy: (519) 245-8696, marcel_beaubien@ontla.ola.org 
 
Bisson, Gilles, NDP, Timmins/James Bay, Timmins: 1-800-461-9878, Kapuskasing: (705) 335-6400, Gbisson-
co@ndp.on.ca 
 
Bountrogianni, Marie, LIB, Hamilton Mountain, (905) 388-9734, marie_bountrogianni@ontla.ola.org 
  
Boyer, Claudette, IND, Ottawa/Vanier, (613) 744-4484, Claudette_boyer-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Bradley, Jim, LIB, St. Catharines, (905) 935-0018, jim_bradley-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Brown, Michael, LIB, Algoma/Manitoulin, Elliot Lake: (705)461-9710, Sault Ste, Marie: 1-800-831-1899,  
mike_brown-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Bryant, Michael, LIB, St. Paul’s, (416) 656-0943, Michael_Bryant-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Caplan, David, LIB, Don Valley East, (416) 494-6856, david_caplan-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Carr, Hon. Gary, PC, Oakville, (905) 827-5141, gary_carrco@ontla.ola.org 
 
Christopherson, David, NDP, Hamilton West, (905) 529-1277, dchristopherson-co@ndp,on.ca 
 
Chudleigh, Ted, PC, Halton, (905) 878-1729, ted_chudleigh@ontla.ola.org 
 
Churley, Marilyn, NDP, Toronto/Danforth, (416) 461-9542, mchurley-co@ndp.on.ca 
 
Clark, Hon. Brad, PC, Stoney Creek, (905) 664-4200, 1-800-411-6611, brad_clark@ontla.ola.org 
 
Cleary, John, LIB, Stormont/Dundas/Charlottenburgh, (613) 933-6513, 1-800-514,9660, 
john_cleary-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Clement, Hon. Tony, PC, Brampton West/Mississauga, (905) 796-8669, clement@titan.tcn.net 
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Coburn, Hon. Brian, PC, Ottawa/Orleans, (613) 834-8679, brian_coburn@ontla.ola.org 
 
Colle, Mike, LIB, Eglinton/Lawrence, (416) 781-2395, mike_colle-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Conway, Sean, LIB, Renfrew/Nipissing/Pembroke, (613) 735-6627, 1-800-267-2515, 
sean_conway-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Cordiano, Joseph, LIB, York South/Weston, (416) 243-7984, joe_cordiano-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Crozier, Bruce, LIB, Essex, (519) 776-6420, 1-800-265-3909, bruce_crozier-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Cunningham, Hon. Dianne, PC, London North Centre, (519) 432-7339, Dianne_Cunningham@ontla.ola.org 
 
Curling, Alvin, LIB, Scarborough/Rouge River, (416) 297-5040, Alvin_curling-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Defaria, Hon. Carl, PC, Mississauga East, (905) 238-1751, carl_defaria@ontla.ola.org 
 
Di Cocco, Caroline, LIB, Sarnia/Lambton, (519) 337-0051, caroline_dicocco-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Dombrowsky, Leona, LIB, Hastings/Frontenac/Lennox and Addington 
(613) 354-0232, leona_dombrowsky-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Duncan, Dwight, LIB, Windsor/St. Clair, (519) 251-5199, Dwight_Duncan-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Dunlop, Garfield, PC, Simcoe North, Orillia: (705) 326-3246 or 1-800-304-9341,  
Midland: (705) 526-8671, garfield_dunlop@ontla.ola.org 
 
Ecker, Hon. Janet, PC, Pickering/Ajax/Uxbridge, (905) 420-5351 or 1-800-669-4788, janet_ecker@ontla.ola.org 
 
Elliott, Hon. Brenda, PC, Guelph/Wellington, (519) 836-4191, brenda_elliot@ontla.ola.org 
 
Eves, Hon. Ernie, PC, Dufferin/Peel/Wellington/Grey, (519) 941-7751, ernie_eves@ontla.ola.org 
 
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, PC, Whitby/Ajax, (905) 430-1141, jim_flaherty@ontla.ola.org 
 
Galt, Hon. Doug, PC, Northumberland, Coburg: (905) 372-4000, Trenton: (613) 392-3038 or 
1-800-263-3980, doug_galt@ontla.ola.org 
 
Gerretsen, John, LIB, Kingston and the Islands, (613) 547-2385, john_gerretsen-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Gilchrist, Steve, PC, Scarborough East, (416) 281-2787, steve_gilchrist@ontla.ola.org 
 
Gill, Raminder, PC, Bramalea/Gore/Malton/Springdale, (905) 799-3939, raminder_gill@ontla.ola.org 
 
Gravelle, Mike, LIB, Thunder Bay/Superior North, (807) 345-3647, 1-888-516-5555, 
Michael_gravelle-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Guzzo, Garry, PC, Ottawa West/Nepean, (613) 727-2657, garry_guzzo@ontla.ola.org 
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Hampton, Howard, NDP, Kenora/Rainy River, Fort Frances: (807) 274-7619, Kenora: (807) 467-2415, Dryden: (807) 
223-6456, Hhampton-qp@ndp.on.ca 
 
Hardeman, Ernie, PC, Oxford, (519) 537-5222 or 1-800-256-4046, ernie_hardeman@ontla.ola.org 
 
Hastings, John, PC, Etobicoke North, (416) 745-2859, john_hastings@ontla.ola.org 
 
Hodgson, Chris, PC, Haliburton/Victoria/Brock, (705) 324-6654 or 1-800-424-2490, chris_hodgson@ontla.ola.org 
 
Hoy, Pat, LIB, Chatham/Kent Essex, (519) 351-0510 or 1-800-265-3992, pat_hoy-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
Ontario MPPs Cont’d: 
 
Hudak, Hon. Tim, PC, Erie/Lincoln, Stevensville: (905) 382-0322 or 1-800-665-3697,  
Dunnville: (905) 774-2533, Beamsville: (905) 563-1755, tim_hudak@ontla.ola.org 
 
Jackson, Cameron, PC, Burlington, (905) 639-7924, cam_jackson@ontla.ola.org 
 
Johns, Hon. Helen, PC, Huron/Bruce, (519) 524-2979 or 1-800-668-9320, helen_johns@ontla.ola.org 
 
Johnson, Bert, PC, Perth/Middlesex, (519) 272-0660 or 1-800-461-9701, bert_Johnson@ontla.ola.org 
 
Kells, Morley, PC, Etobicoke/Lakeshore, (416) 259-2249, morley_kells@ontla.ola.org 
 
Kennedy, Gerard, LIB, Parkdale/High Park, (416) 763-5630, gerard_kennedy-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Klees, Hon. Frank, PC, Oak Ridges, (905) 707-3160, or 1-800-211-1881, frank_klees@ontla.ola.org 
 
Kormos, Peter, NDP, Niagara Centre, (905) 732-6884, pkormos-qp@ndp.on.ca 
 
Kwinter, Monte, LIB, York Centre, (416) 630-0080, monte_kwinter-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Lalonde, Jean-Marc, LIB, Glengarry/Prescott/Russell, Rockland: (613) 446-4010 or 1-800-355-9666, Hawkesury: (613) 
632-2706 or 1-800-294-8250, Alexandria: (613) 525-4605,  
jean-marc_lalonde-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Levac, Dave, LIB, Brant, (519) 759-0361, dave_levac-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Marchese, Rosario, NDP, Trinity/Spadina, (416) 603-9664, rmarchese-qp@ndp.on.ca 
 
Marland, Margaret, PC, Mississauga South, (905) 278-1557, margaret_marlandco@ontla.ola.org 
 
Martel, Shelley, NDP, Nickel Belt, (705) 969-3621 or 1-888-280-9990, smartel-qp@ndp.on.ca 
 
Martin, Tony, NDP, Sault Ste. Marie, (705) 949-6959, tmartin-qp@ndp.on.ca 
 
Martiniuk, Gerry, PC, Cambridge, (519) 623-5852, gerry_martiniuk@ontla.ola.org 
 
Maves, Bart, PC, Niagara Falls, (905) 357-0681, bart_maves@ontla.ola.org 
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Mazzilli, Frank, PC, London/Fanshawe, (519) 668-1104, frank_mazzilli@ontla.ola.org 
 
McDonald, Al, PC, Nipissing, (705) 474-8340, al_mcdonaldco@ontla.ola.org 
 
 
McGuinty, Dalton, LIB, Ottawa South, (613) 736-9573, dalton_mcguinty-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
McLeod,Lyn, LIB, Thunder Bay/Atikokan, Thunder Bay: (807) 623-9237, Atikokan: (807) 597-2629, lyn_mcleod-
mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
McMeekin, Ted, LIB, Ancaster/Dundas/Flamborough/Aldershot, (905) 690-6552 or 1-888-566-6614,  
ted_mcmeekin-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Miller, Norm, PC, Parry Sound/Muskoka, Parry Sound: (705) 746-4266 or 1-888-701-1176, Bracebridge: (705) 645-8538 
or 1-888-267-4826, norm_miller@ontla.ola.org 
 
Molinari, Hon. Tina R., PC, Thornhill, (905) 731-8462, tina_molinari@ontla.ola.org 
 
Munro, Julia, PC, York North, (905)898-8515, julia_munro@ontla.ola.org 
 
Murdoch, Bill, PC, Bruce/Grey/Owen Sound, (519) 371-2421 or 1-800-461-2664, bill_murdoch@ontla.ola.org 
 
Mushinski, Marilyn, PC, Scarborough Centre, (416) 615-2183, marilyn_mushinski@ontla.ola.org 
 
Newman, Hon. Dan, PC, Scarborough Southwest, (416) 261-9525, dan@hellonewman.com 
 
O’Toole, John, PC, Durham, (905) 697-1501 or 1-800-661-2433, john_otoole@ontla.ola.org 
 
Ouellette, Hon. Jerry, PC, Oshawa, (905) 723-2411, jerry_ouellettee@ontla.ola.org 
 
Parsons,Ernie, LIB, Prince Edward/Hastings, (613) 962-1144, ernie_parsons-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Patten, Richard, LIB, Ottawa Centre, (613) 722-6414, Richard_patten-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Peters, Steve, LIB, Elgin/Middlesex/London, (519) 631-0666 or 1-800-265-7638,  
steve_peters-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Phillips, Gerry, LIB, Scarborough/Agincourt, (416) 297-6568, gerry_phillips-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Prue, Michael, NDP, Beaches/east York, (416) 690-1032, mprue-qp@ndp.on.ca 
 
Pupatello, Sandra, LIB, Windsor West, (519) 977-7191, sandra_pupatello-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Ramsay, David, LIB, Timiskaming/Cochrane, Kirkland Lake: (705) 567-4650 or 1-800-461-2186, Sturgeon Falls: (705) 
753-9965, Haileybury: (705) 672-2488 or 1-888-701-1105,  
david_ramsay-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Runciman, Hon. Robert, PC, Leeds/Grenville, Brockville: (613) 342-9522 or 1-800-267-4408, Kemptville: (613) 258-
7789, rwrunciman@brockville.com 
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Ruprecht, Tony, LIB, Davenport, (416) 535-3158, tony_ruprecht-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Sampson, Rob, PC, Mississauga Centre, (905) 897-8815, rob@robsampsonmpp.com 
 
Sergio,Mario, LIB, York West, (416) 743-7272, mario_sergio-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
 
Smitherman, George, LIB, Toronto Centre/Rosedale, (416) 972-7683, george_smitherman-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Sorbara, Greg, LIB, Vaughan-King-Aurora, (905) 851-0440 or 1-877-880-6770,  
greg_sorbara-mpp@ontla.ola.org 
 
Spina, Joe, PC, Brampton Centre, (905) 840-9244, joe_spina@ontla.ola.org 
Ontario MPPs Cont’d: 
 
Sterling, Hon. Norman, PC, Lanark-Carleton, (613) 253-1171 or 1-800-267-1020, norm_sterlingco@ontla.ola.org 
 
Stewart, Gary, PC, Peterborough, (705) 742-3777, gary_stewart@ontla.ola.org 
 
Stockwell, Hon. Chris, PC, Etobicoke Centre, (416) 695-1220, chris_stockwell@ontla.ola.org 
 
Tascona, Joseph, PC, Barrie/Simcoe/Bradford, (705) 737-4242 or 1-800-461-5473, joe_tascona@ontla.ola.org 
 
Tsubouchi, Hon. David, PC, Markham, (905) 305-1935, dave_tsubouchi@ontla.ola.org 
 
Turnbull, Hon. David, PC, Don Valley West, (416) 445-4040, david_turnbull@ontla.ola.org 
 
Wettlaufer, Wayne, PC, Kitchener Centre, (519) 579-5460, wayne_wettlaufer@ontla.ola.org 
 
Wilson, Hon. Jim, PC, Simcoe/Grey, Alliston: (705) 446-1200, Collingwood: (705) 446-1090 or  
1-800-268-7542, jim_wilson@ontla.ola.org 
 
Witmer, Hon. Elizabeth, PC, Kitchener/Waterloo, (519) 725-3477, elizabeth_witmer@ontla.ola.org 
 
Wood, Bob, PC, London West, (519) 657-3120, bob_woodco@ontla.ola.org 
 
Young, Hon. David, (416) 733-7878, david_young@ontla.ola.org 
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