
Youth and Young Adult Transitions
BC Ministry of Children and Family Development



BC’s Supports for Youth Transitioning Out Of Care
Where We Are Coming From

2008 2016 2018

• AYA introduced
• Limited care statuses
• Program duration 24 

months
• Up to age 24
• Attending post-

secondary or vocational 
program

• No financial support 
over program breaks

• Extended up to age 26
• Increased program 

duration to 48 months
• Life-skills and 

rehabilitation options 
introduced

• Extended up to age 27
• Increased monthly 

benefit amount
• Financial support 

provided over program 
breaks



Young adults 
leaving care 
without the 
necessary 

skills to 
navigate 

adulthood

Criteria for
AYA is too 
restrictive

Lack of 
options to 

meet holistic 
& cultural 

needs

Insufficient 
funding & 
program 
duration

Administration 
of AYA is too 

complex; not all 
ICFSA 

administer

Government supports are not meeting the needs of young people 
transitioning to adulthood from care. 

What We Heard



IMPROVING YOUTH TRANSITIONS
Budget 2022

Housing 
Supports

SAJE Guides 
and 

Navigators

Enhanced 
Medical 
Benefits

Expanded 
Eligibility 

&
 Increased 
Program 
Duration

Earnings 
Exemption

New Income 
Supplement

Life-skills, 
Training and 

Cultural 
Connections

STRENTHENGING ABILITIES AND JOURNEYS OF EMPOWERMENT



We are 
here



Thank you!
 


